
St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, June 25, 2017  
Matthew 10: 26-33 
Jesus said to the twelve: “Fear no one.  Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, nor 
secret that will not be known.  What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; what 
you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.  And do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the ones who destroy both the soul and the 
body in Gehenna.   
Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin?  Yet not one of them falls to the ground without 
the Father’s knowledge. 
Even all the hairs of your head are counted.  So do not be afraid; you are worth more than 
many sparrows.  Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before 
my heavenly Father.  But whoever denies me before others, I will deny before my heavenly 
Father.” 
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
In this gospel Jesus is calling the disciples to step out boldly and proclaim all that He has 
been teaching them.  They must take ownership of his message and proclaim it to all 
people even if it may cause them to give up their lives as He did. This lesson speaks to us 
as a people of God who are full of possibilities. 
 

1. Has there ever been a time in your life where you had to defend or explain your faith 
choices?  Where you able to do it with sound knowledge of your Catholic Faith? 

2. How does Jesus help us overcome our fears?  What promise does He make to us if 
we trust in Him? 

3. What speaks to you in this gospel reading? 
 
   
End with the “Glory Be”  “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it 
was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


